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it means that henceforth I am not to see any but such blood re-
lations only as may be allowed, I must deny myself the usual
privilege of receiving visitors twice every quarter. I had thought
the question of the qualifications of persons who were to be per-
mitted to see me was decided once for all. I have no desire to
weary the Government by reiterating the argument contained in
the previous correspondence on this subject. I can only state that
the three friends whose names have been sent to the Government
fall under the category of those who have been permitted to see
me since the correspondence referred to by me. And if I may
not see these friends, whom I regard in the same light as my
blood relations, I must simply not receive any visitors at all.

I observe that the Government have taken over a fortnight
to give the decision you have conveyed to me. May I ask now for
an early decision on this letter, so as to avoid unnecessary sus-
pense both to those who are eager to see me and to myself.

/ remain,
Tours faithfully,

M. K. GANDHI

No. 827
From photostat: S.N. 8036; also Toung India, 6-3-1924

91.    MESSAGE TO MAHOMED ALP
[YERAVDA PRISON,
September 10, 1923}
I can send you no message because I am in prison.    I have
always disapproved of people sending messages from prison.   But
1 This message seems to have been given to Devdas Gandhi personally
when he interviewed Gandhiji in Yeravda Prison, and was conveyed by him
to Mahadev Desai, who later quoted it in his article, "Delhi Congress'% in Tottng
India, 4-10-1923. On September 13, according to Mahadev Desai, Mahomed
AH "asked Devdas if Bapu had anything to say to him, and the 'wireless*
message he jocularly referred to in his speech was then given to him." This
is however worded differently from the message which Mahomed Ali quoted
in his speech, in support of the resolution advocating Council-entry, at the
special Congress session in Bombay on September 12, over which he presided.
According to a report in The Hindu, 17-9-1923, the gist of the message from
Gandhiji^ which Mahomed Ali interpreted to mean as permitting a change in
the non-co-operation programme of the Congress, was as follows: **I do not
want you to stick to my programme. I am for the entire programme. But,
if looking at the state of the country, you think that one or two items of the
boycott programme should be discarded or modified or added to3 then in the